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All our attempts to penetrate into Africa, to
establish a friendly intercourse with the people,
and to abolish the traffic in human life are repelled,
and frequently rendered abortive, by the fatal
influence of the climate, and the obstinate resistance
of the natives to our projects of liberty, which they
oppose because they derive a lucrative source of
income from the slave-trade, while habit has
made them insensible to its ignominies and miseries.
This opposition to our progress would be of no
moment, if the barbarous notions of the people
were not favoured by the repulsive nature of the
climate, which is even more pernicious than we
originally believed when we ventured to form a
British settlement within its range. It is so unpro-
pitious to European life that the pestilential breath
of death may be said to lurk in every calm, and to
be wafted in every gale.

It has been supposed, and not without reason,
that much of the insalubrity of the climate may
be referred to local causes, and that if the soil could
be completely cleared and drained, the operations
of the air in the redeemed space would expel, or
reduce, the baneful influences that at present pro-
duce such extensive mortality. But this would be
a labour demanding almost an incalculable and
indefinite period of time, and which the difficulty
of procuring sufficient manual power must always
render nearly impossible, to any great extent.

Hitherto,    the   situation  and  prospects of the